#BeFireSafe

Home Escape Plan

Draw a floor plan that can be easily understood by everyone in
the household.

Inspect your home and mark two possible exits from each room,
including windows and doors.

All windows and doors should be easily accessible and simple to
open. Windows on the top floor, which are marked as an escape exit,
should have a rope ladder nearby in order to climb down safely.

Check to make sure all smoke alarms are working praperly.
There should be one outside of each sleeping room and on
each floor of the home.

Make sure your house or building number is visible
from the street, for any emergency responders arriving
to provide assistance.

Wiite the emergency phone number to your
community's fire department on your home escape
plan and have all members of your family or
household memorize the number.

Practice your home escape plan at least twice a year and
as often as possible to make sure your family or
household is prepared in the event of a fire.

Once you're out of your home, stay out. Under no
circumstances should you ever re-enter a burning building.

Mark a meeting point on your escape plan that is a safe
distance outside the front of your home where your family
or household can gather.

For additional tips on developing a home escape plan, visit the Aboriginal Firefighters
Association of Canada website at_afac-acpi.ca/ or the National Fire Protection
Association website at www.nfpa.org.

For more information about fire safety awareness,

visit www.aandc.oc.ca or www.nfpa.org.

Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada is a proud supporter of AFAC's BeFireSafe campaign.



Plan Ahead! If a fire breaks out in your ' i’i-_- ,

home, you may have only a few minutes
to get out safely once the smoke alarm
sounds. Everyone needs to know what to
do and where to go if there is a fire.

SAFETY TIPS

m MAKE a home escape plan. Draw a map of your
home showing all doors and windows. Discuss the
plan with everyone in your home.

m KNOW at least two ways out of every room, if
possible. Make sure all doors and windows leading
outside open easily.

1M HAVE an outside meeting place (like a tree, light
pole or mailbox) a safe distance from the home
where everyone should meet.

M PRACTICE your home fire drill at night and during
the day with everyone in your home, twice a year.

m PRACTICE using different ways out.

1 TEACH children how to escape on their own in case
you can't help them.

m CLOSE doors behind you as you leave.

IF THE ALARM SOUNDS...

M If the smoke alarm sounds, GET OUT AND STAY
OUT. Never go back inside for people or pets.

M If you have to escape through smoke, GET LOW
AND GO under the smoke to your way out.

M CALL the fire department from outside your home.

i
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FACTS

@ According to an NFPA
survey, only one of every
three American households
have actually developed and
practiced a home fire escape
plan.

@ While 71% of Americans
have an escape plan in case
of a fire, only 47% of those
have practiced it.

@ One-third of American
households who made an
estimate thought they would
have at least 6 minutes before
a fire in their home would
become life-threatening. The
time available is often less.
And only 8% said their first
thought on hearing a
smoke alarm would
be to get out!
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Carbon monoxide (CO) is a gas. It has no odor. CO gas is poisonous.
It can make a person feel sick and can be deadly. In the home, heating
and cooking devices that burn fuel can be sources of carbon monoxide.

CO ALARMS

M CO alarms should be installed outside each sleeping area. Install alarms on every level of the
home. It is best to use interconnected alarms. When one sounds, all CO alarms in the home
sound.

M Follow the instructions on the package to properly install the CO alarm.
M Test CO alarms at least once a month.
1 Replace CO alarms according to the instructions on the package.

1 Know the sounds the CO alarm makes. It will sound if CO is detected. It will make a different
sound if the battery is low or if it is time to get a new CO alarm.

M If the battery is low, replace it.

1 if the CO alarm sounds, you must get fresh air. Move outdoors, by an open window or near an
open door. Make sure everyone in the home gets to fresh air. Call the fire department from a
fresh air location. Stay there until help arrives.

PREVENT CO POISONING

1M When warming a vehicle, move it out of the garage. Do not run a fueled engine indoors, even
if garage doors are open. Make sure the exhaust pipe of a running vehicle is not blocked.
Clear snow away.

M During and after a snowstorm, make sure vents for the dryer, furnace, stove and fireplace are
clear of snow build-up.

M Clear all debris from dryer, furnace, stove, and fireplace vents.

1 A generator should be used outdoors. Use in a
well-ventilated location away from windows, doors, and FACT!

vent openings.
M Gas or charcoal grills can produce CO. Only use them outside. GO sicalled theinvisblelkiller

M Have heating equipment and chimneys inspected by a because the gas cannot be
professional every year before cold weather sets in. seen or smelled. Take action to

1 Open the damper when using a fireplace for adequate stay safe from CO poisoning.
ventilation.

1 Never use your oven or stove to heat your home. o
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